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News

Public can help shape final design of Cambourne to Cambridge scheme

Published 16 May 2022 


People can help to shape the final design of the Cambourne to Cambridge busway and active

travel route in a public consultation launched this week.

The Greater Cambridge Partnership is in the process of carrying out an Environmental Impact

Assessment (EIA) of the scheme which will help to transform journeys for thousands of people

travelling between Cambourne and the city.

People and organisations can view the proposals and share their thoughts about how to best

manage the impacts of the project on the landscape and environment.

An EIA is required as part of a portfolio of evidence submitted to the Department for Transport

in the application to build a scheme. It includes information from surveys looking at ecology,

landscape and cultural heritage, along with feedback from stakeholders.

he new public transport and active travel route will significantly improve bus and active travel journeys between Cambridge and Cambourne via

the new Bourn Airfield development, a new travel hub at Scotland Farm, Hardwick and West Cambridge campus.

It forms part of the GCP’s vision for a joined up transport network which – together with measures to free up the congested city centre and other

infrastructure improvements – aim to create more sustainable, accessible and reliable ways to travel.

The scheme has been subject to three detailed public consultations and an independent audit of the proposed off-road public transport route. The

GCP has made a commitment to deliver a minimum of 10% biodiversity net gain for the scheme overall with ambitions to deliver 20%.

Visit www.greatercambridge.org.uk/c2c-eia for more information and to have your say before the consultation closes at midday on Monday 11

July.

The GCP will be holding a number of webinars, public events and attending community meetings to share and discuss the project and the EIA

process.
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Biodiverse habitats ‘will be destroyed 
by £160m Cambourne to Cambridge 
busway’ 

 
 By Gemma Gardner  
- 
 gemma.gardner@iliffemedia.co.uk 
 Published: 06:00, 19 July 2022 
  
 | Updated: 09:30, 19 July 2022 

A charity has warned that a consultation on the environmental impact of the 

Cambourne to Cambridge (C2C) busway failed to “adequately describe” the effect 
of the £160m project on habitats north of Coton. 

 

A vision of the land before and, right, after the busway is created 

Cambridge Past, Present & Future says the information provided in the 
consultation “could be considered as misleading”. 

The GCP is currently carrying out an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) of 
the scheme before applying for permission to start construction next year. 

A public consultation as part of the EIA closed on Monday (July 11). 

In its response to the consultation, Cambridge PPF says it continues to “strongly 
object” to the GCP’s preferred route for the scheme. 

https://www.cambridgeindependent.co.uk/authors/gemma-gardner
mailto:gemma.gardner@iliffemedia.co.uk


It says: “The greatest area of ecological impact caused by this scheme will be 
between Cambridge Road (Coton) and Ada Lovelace Road. This will result in the 
destruction of one km of habitat, to a width of at least 20 metres, in other words at 
least 20,000m2 of habitat loss (five acres). 

“The habitat lost will include priority biodiversity habitats such as scrub and 
traditional orchard, as well as mature trees and a meadow. 

“The habitat currently has no public access and so also acts as a refuge for wildlife 
on the edge of the village. It is likely that your scheme would also have additional 
indirect impacts on biodiversity in these locations during construction.” 

The charity supports the improvement of public transport and active travel 
between Cambourne and Cambridge, but believes that a route alignment within 
the corridor of the A1303 would be better.  

It says this route can meet the “needs for a high-quality public transport system 
with much less harm to ecology, landscape and green belt than the route through 
open countryside that is being proposed”. 

The charity also suggests extending the Comberton Greenway to support active 
travel. 

The busway aims to significantly improve bus and active travel journeys between 
Cambridge and Cambourne via the new Bourn Airfield development, a new travel 
hub at Scotland Farm, Hardwick, and West Cambridge campus. 

The scheme has been subject to three public consultations and an independent 
audit of the proposed off-road public transport route. The GCP has made a 
commitment to deliver a minimum of 10 per cent biodiversity net gain for the 
scheme. 

Visit greatercambridge.org.uk/c2c-eia for more information. 

 

http://greatercambridge.org.uk/c2c-eia


 

Plans for eight lanes of traffic in 
Hardwick under Cambourne to 
Cambridge busway proposals could be 
scrapped 

 
 By Gemma Gardner  
- 
 gemma.gardner@iliffemedia.co.uk 
 Published: 12:34, 21 May 2022 
  
 | Updated: 13:08, 22 May 2022 

 

Proposals that left residents facing eight lanes of uninterrupted traffic outside their 
homes under the Cambourne to Cambridge (C2C) busway could be scrapped, a 
new consultation has shown. 

https://www.cambridgeindependent.co.uk/authors/gemma-gardner
mailto:gemma.gardner@iliffemedia.co.uk
https://www.cambridgeindependent.co.uk/news/campaigners-unconvinced-by-cambourne-to-cambridge-busway-fin-9202639/


Residents in Hardwick who are against the proposed eight lanes of traffic outside 
their properties. Picture: Keith Heppell. (56818142) 

The Greater Cambridge Partnership is currently carrying out an Environmental 

Impact Assessment (EIA) of the £160m scheme before applying for permission to 
start construction next year. 

People can help to shape the final design of the busway by taking part in a public 
consultation, which was launched on Monday, as part of the EIA. 

The consultation reveals the GCP has made some changes to the preferred 
route since it was approved in July last year. 

These changes included routing buses on an existing section of St Neots Road in 
Hardwick between Cambridge Road and Long Road. 

But Conservative Cllr Lina Nieto, who represents Hardwick on South 
Cambridgeshire District Council, says she does not think this solution is “the right 
one”. 

The previously approved route would have led to eight lanes of uninterrupted 
traffic outside homes on St Neots Road where the busway would run alongside the 
A428. 

However, the GCP would need to install a bus gate on this stretch of road that 
would only allow public transport and local traffic and those visiting businesses to 
pass through. 

Cllr Nieto said: “Residents have not been consulted on it but is being imposed on 
them. Wouldn’t it be better if residents sat down with officers and worked together 
to implement a solution that is acceptable to most people? 

https://www.cambridgeindependent.co.uk/news/gcp-to-progress-cambourne-to-cambridge-busway-and-cambridge-9205654/
https://www.cambridgeindependent.co.uk/news/gcp-to-progress-cambourne-to-cambridge-busway-and-cambridge-9205654/


“What I would like to see is a phased trial of the scheme with no segregation. This 
will help us understand timings, potential delays, usage and gather more accurate 
data on residents behaviours. 

“I understand that the GCP is eager to spend the money but either we do it 
properly or we don’t do it.” 

How the C2C busway could look in Hardwick. Image: GCP (56818134) (56818153) 

The GCP has said that traffic monitoring shows that “while the Covid-19 pandemic 

has influenced travel patterns, traffic and congestion is returning to pre-pandemic 
levels” and “the planned development to the west of Cambridge will only 
exacerbate this in the coming years”. 

Other changes include realignment around the Waterworks site between Hardwick 
and Coton to reduce impacts on trees and habitats and north of Coton. 

The GCP also adds that should East West Rail be confirmed as a funded project, 
a further travel hub may be provided at a future Cambourne railway station. 

The consultation reveals the proposed location of bus stops, which include 
Cambourne, Bourn Airfield (two stops), Scotland Farm Travel Hub, Hardwick (St 
Neots Road), Coton and West Cambridge travel hub. 

Mark Abbott, chair of Coton Parish Council, said: “It is imperative that the EIA for 
the Cambourne to Cambridge route compares the environmental damage that 
would be caused by an off-road route cutting a swathe through the green belt with 
the on-road option of a dedicated inbound bus lane along Madingley Road. To do 
anything else would be a scandal.” 



Last year, the charity Cambridge Past, Present & Future put forward an alternative 
on-road solution for transport route, and last month the Coton Busway Action 
Group (CBAG) said the case for the busway “is simply no longer there”. 

An illustration of the new road layout in front of residents' homes after the trees have 
been removed in the initial proposals 

Dr Gabriel Fox, of Coton, added: “The section of the scheme between Cambourne 
and Hardwick, where the route mostly runs beside or on existing roads, appears to 
have minimal environmental impact and might marginally improve on what the 
existing Citi4 service can achieve. 

“However, the final two to three miles, from Hardwick to Grange Road, would be 
highly adverse to the environment and deliver absolutely no benefit for transport 
users.” 

The EIA is required as part of a portfolio of evidence submitted to the Department 
for Transport in the application to build a scheme. 

The busway aims to significantly improve bus and active travel journeys between 
Cambridge and Cambourne via the new Bourn Airfield development, a new travel 
hub at Scotland Farm, Hardwick and West Cambridge campus. 

The scheme has been subject to three public consultations and an independent 
audit of the proposed off-road public transport route. The GCP has made a 
commitment to deliver a minimum of 10 per cent biodiversity net gain for the 
scheme. 

Visit greatercambridge.org.uk/c2c-eia for more information and to have your say 
before the consultation closes at midday on Monday, July 11. 

The GCP will be holding a number of webinars, public events and attending 
community meetings to share and discuss the project and the EIA process. 

 

http://greatercambridge.org.uk/c2c-eia
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